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Presents

Love, Lies and Murder
A Panel Discussion

There are few more compelling themes in the mystery genre than 
personal betrayal in the context of romantic entanglement.  The Maltese 
Falcon, arguably the most singular work in the hardboiled mystery sub-
category, was essentially a tale of love, lies and murder.  It’s an eternal 
subject, rooted in classic literature from Homer to Shakespeare to 
Raymond Chandler, and likely to endure into future millenia.    

We’ll examine books notable for their examination of deception and 
betrayal as seen through the distorted lens of romantic attraction, how 
what should be the loftiest of our emotions can turn into base motiva-
tion and primitive behavior.  See reverse for panelists’ bios.
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MODERATOR:
CHRIS KNOPF is the author of Bad Bird, Short Squeeze, Elysiana, and the Sam 
Acquillo mystery series: The Last Refuge, Two Time, Head Wounds (winner of 
the Benjamin Franklin Award for Best Mystery) Hard Stop and Black Swan. A 
copywriter by trade, Chris is CEO of Mintz & Hoke Communications Group. He 
lives with his wife, Mary Farrell in Avon, Connecticut, and Southampton, New 
York, where he sets sail on the sacred Little Peconic Bay. 
www.chrisknopfmystery.com 

PANELISTS:
EVELYN DAVID is the pen name of two writers, Marian Edelman 
Borden who will appear on the panel, and Rhonda Dossett who lives in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma. The two met on an Internet Writers Forum and began collaborating on 
short stories and novels. They are the authors of the Sullivan Investigation Series 
which includes Murder Off the Books, Murder Takes the Cake, and Murder Drops the 
Ball. They are also the authors of the e-books series The Brianna Sullivan Mysteries. 
Although Marian and Rhonda have been collaborating for more than five years, they 
have yet to meet in person.  www.evelyndavid.com  
 

MICHAEL BALKIND’S novels are endorsed by literary greats including 
James Patterson, Clive Cussler and John Lescroart. He has appeared 
on ESPN’s The Pulse and Sportsnet’s Daily News Live and was fea-
tured on the cover of Publishers Weekly. He has co-hosted and is a 
regular guest on The Clubhouse radio show. He is a member of Mys-
tery Writers of America and The Metropolitan Golf Writers Association. 
Balkind graduated from Syracuse University and currently resides in 
New York. www.balkindbooks.com

STEVE LISKOW has twice won Honorable Mention for the Al Blanchard Award, and 
Alfred Hitchcock Mystery Magazine published “Stranglehold,” the 2009 Black Or-
chid Novella Award winner.  His novel Who Wrote The Book of Death? appeared in 
2010.  He is currently pretending to be busy on several projects. 
www.steveliskow.com

MAGGIE BARBIERI is the author of the Murder 101 series, starring college pro-
fessor Alison Bergeron and her New York City Detective boyfriend, Bobby Craw-
ford.  Maggie lives in Westchester County with her husband, Jim, two children, 
and a very emotionally needy, but lovable, West Highland Terrier. 
www.maggiebarbieri.com


