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Cozy Mysteries 
 

Amateur Sleuths Amateur Sleuths Amateur Sleuths Amateur Sleuths and and and and Feline Feline Feline Feline Detectives Detectives Detectives Detectives             
In this lively discussion about “cozy” mysteries, the panel of stellar authors, 
whose amateur sleuths run the gamut from antiques business owner to New 
York Sanitation Department employee, reveal the tough “cozy” questions: 
What distinguishes a cozy from a traditional mystery?  Humor?  Charm? 
Suspense?  Why do so many readers love books that feature cats?  (And can 
a cat really solve a crime?) 
f e a t u r i n gf e a t u r i n gf e a t u r i n gf e a t u r i n g    

• Daryl Wood GerberDaryl Wood GerberDaryl Wood GerberDaryl Wood Gerber        ((((Moderator)Moderator)Moderator)Moderator)    

• Joani AscherJoani AscherJoani AscherJoani Ascher    
• Cynthia BaxterCynthia BaxterCynthia BaxterCynthia Baxter    
• Jane K. ClelandJane K. ClelandJane K. ClelandJane K. Cleland    
• Evan MarshallEvan MarshallEvan MarshallEvan Marshall    

Mystery Writers of America / New York Chapter 

Daryl Wood GerberDaryl Wood GerberDaryl Wood GerberDaryl Wood Gerber,,,, as Avery Aames, 
writes “The Cheese Shop Mysteries” for Berkley 
Prime Crime.   The first in the three-book series  
is due out in July 2010.   www.averyaames.com 
She also writes suspense novels and is currently 
podcasting a chapter version of Accidental Murder 
on her website, www.darylwoodgerber.com.  In 
addition, she created the format for the popular 
TV series, Out of this World.  She has won 
screenwriting awards, and she has been known  
to jump out of a perfectly good airplane.   
 

Joani AscherJoani AscherJoani AscherJoani Ascher writes the “Wally Morris” mystery series.   Her fifth 
book, Vengeance Runs Cold, was recently published by Avalon Books.   She 
lives in New Jersey with her husband, two dogs, and a cat, works in the 
children’s room of a library, and raises Seeing Eye® puppies.  
http://www.joaniascher.com 
 

Cynthia BaxterCynthia BaxterCynthia BaxterCynthia Baxter is the author of the “Reigning Cats and Dogs” 
mystery series (Bantam Books), which features Long Island veterinarian 
Jessica Popper.  The eighth and most recent book is Murder Had A Little 
Lamb. Baxter’s second mystery series, “Murder Packs A Suitcase,” features 
travel writer Mallory Marlowe.  http://www.cynthiabaxter.com 
    

Jane K. ClelandJane K. ClelandJane K. ClelandJane K. Cleland writes the multiple-award nominated and 
Independent Mystery Booksellers Association best-selling “Josie Prescott 
Antiques” mystery series [Minotaur Books], an Antiques Roadshow for 
mystery fans.  “Josie” stories have appeared in Alfred Hitchcock Mystery 
Magazine.  Her short story, “Killing Time,” has been nominated for both an 
Agatha and an Anthony award.  She also chairs the Wolfe Pack’s literary 
awards and is on the board of the Mystery Writers of America/NY Chapter. 
www.janecleland.net 
    

Evan MarshallEvan MarshallEvan MarshallEvan Marshall is the author of two mystery series: the “Jane Stuart 
and Winky” mysteries [Kensington], and the “Hidden Manhattan 
Mysteries” [Severn House].  An independent literary agent, he was 
previously a book editor.  He is the author of The Marshall Plan® writing 
guides, now in software, and a nonfiction book about nonverbal 
communication.  www.WriteANovelFast.com 


